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CPPCC leader Wang Yang called on Tibetans to prioritise
the Chinese state over religion

July 16, 2020

Senior CCP official urges Tibetans to fight against separatism.

A senior Chinese Communist Party official has urged Tibetans to fight
against separatism during a visit to the Tibetan regions of Lhasa and

Shagaste from 6 to 8 July.

Wang Yang, who is Chairman of the Chinese People's Political
Consultative Conference (CPPCC), toured monasteries, nomadic areas,
and sites of relocated settlements during his inspection of the Tibetan

regions.

While on the tour he called for Tibetans to be vigilant and prioritise

b
the laws of the state above religion while ensuring the training of L

"model individuals and monks."
Wang Yang.

"Tibetan religion is tied to the long term stability of Tibet, primary
effort should be made on integrating Buddhism into China's socialist society, and religious activities and monasteries should be strictly managed

according to the law," Wang said.

"Laws of the state are above religion," he added. "Tibetans should resolutely fight against the force of separatism... Training of model individuals

and monks and promotion of patriotism should continue."

Wang is the Chairman of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference, which is at the highest level of the CCP's United Front
organization. He is also the most senior official to regularly inspect work related to the propaganda campaign in Tibet during visits.

Wang's mention of the fight against separatism is a reference to China's fight against Tibetan loyalty to the Dalai Lama.

Wang visited the Tibetan Buddhist community of Larung Gar in eastern Tibet last year, where he spoke about Sinicisation of religion in China and

asked for more efforts to be made to integrate Tibetan Buddhism into Chinese society.

He asked monks during the visit to "firmly uphold the leadership" of the CCP and "be courageous to battle all separatist elements, in order to

further protect national reunification, ethnic unity and social stability."

Larung Gar has been the site of widespread demolitions and forced evictions in recent years, with thousands of monks and nuns being removed

from their homes. The management of Larung Gar has largely been put under CCP control, and restrictions placed on religious gatherings

(https://www.freetibet.org/news-media/na/larung-gar-residents-prohibited-celebrating-buddhist-festival).

https://www.tibetwatch.org/news/2020/7/16/cppcc-leader-wang-yang-called-on-tibetans-to-prioritise-the-chinese-state-over-religion
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Wang Yang, Vorsitzender der Konsultativkonferenz des Chinesischen Volkes, besuchte im Juli auf
einer ausgedehnten Reise mehrere tibetische Regionen und betonte den Vorrang der staatlichen
Gesetze vor der Religion. In einer Ansprache sagte er, die Tibeter sollten «wachsam sein und die
staatlichen Gesetze Uber die Religion stellen, die Ausbildung von Modell-Individuen und Modell-
Monchen... und die Erziehung zu Patriotismus» férdern. Der Buddhismus misse in Chinas
Sozialismus integriert werden.

In seiner Position ist Wang Yang der ranghéchste Parteifunktionar fir die Uberwachung der
staatlichen Propaganda in Tibet. Unter anderem besuchte er neben Nomadenregionen und
Siedlungen von sesshaft gemachten Nomaden auch die von weitlaufigen, staatlich angeordneten
Zerstérungen und Ausweisungen betroffene buddhistische Akademie Larung Gar.

In bekannter Rhetorik, die auf weiterhin bestehende Zweifel der Regierung an der vollstéandigen
Kontrolle tber Tibet schliessen lasst, erklarte er, Tibeter missen «die Flhrungsrolle der Partei
aufrechthalten, um die nationale Vereinigung, ethnische Einheit und soziale Stabilitat» zu schiitzen.

Free Tibet Campaign, Tibet Watch, 16. Juli 2020 // Dr. Uwe Meya
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